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The Lotus Protocol:
Destructive Wiper
Operations Paralyze
Venezuelan Energy Sector
▶ Lotus utilizes native system binaries to execute recursive file deletion, making recovery
nearly impossible without offline backups.

▶ The campaign specifically targets SCADA-adjacent IT networks within Venezuelan energy
firms and utilities.

▶ Attribution remains fluid, but the TTPs mirror previous 'VECT 2.0' operations with enhanced
anti-forensic capabilities.

A sophisticated new wiper variant, dubbed 'Lotus,' has emerged in a

synchronized assault on Venezuela's energy grid, utilizing advanced Living-

off-the-Land (LotL) tactics to bypass traditional EDR solutions.
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he emergence of the Lotus wiper marks a significant escalation in the use of

destructive malware against critical infrastructure. Unlike traditional ransomware,

which seeks financial gain, Lotus is designed for pure operational paralysis. According to

DarkReading, the malware leverages 'Living-off-the-Land' (LotL) techniques, utilizing

legitimate administrative tools to carry out its destructive payload. This approach allows

the threat actors to remain undetected by signature-based security tools for extended

periods. The attack has primarily targeted the digital backbone of Venezuelan energy

providers, causing significant disruptions to internal management systems and

potentially threatening the stability of the regional power grid. This operation follows a

pattern of increasing cyber-hostility in the region, where digital sabotage is increasingly

used as a tool of geopolitical pressure. The 'Story So Far' suggests that this is an

evolution of the VECT 2.0 campaign (CAMP-2026-011) reported earlier this week, though

Lotus exhibits a higher degree of technical maturity and a more focused targeting profile

on industrial control system (ICS) environments.
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CVE-2026-LLM: LiteLLM Database

Exposure

A vulnerability in the LiteLLM proxy allows

unauthorized actors to read and potentially

modify database records, including API keys…
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The Lotus Protocol: Destructive Wiper Operations
Paralyze Venezuelan Energy Sector FOLLOW-UP: CAMP-2026-013

The technical sophistication of Lotus lies in its

multi-stage execution flow. Initial access is typically

gained through compromised VPN credentials or

unpatched edge devices. Once inside, the wiper

deploys a series of scripts that enumerate network

shares and identify high-value data repositories. The

destruction phase is not a simple 'delete' command;

rather, Lotus overwrites file headers with random

data before unlinking them from the file system,

effectively neutralizing most commercial data

recovery tools. Furthermore, the malware targets

Volume Shadow Copies and system restore points to

ensure that even local backups are rendered useless.

Security researchers note that the timing of this

campaign coincides with regional political shifts,

suggesting a state-aligned motivation. The impact on

Venezuelan utilities is profound, with reports of

billing systems, maintenance schedules, and

internal communication platforms being completely

wiped. This incident underscores the urgent need

for 'air-gapped' backup strategies and the

implementation of robust identity and access

management (IAM) protocols to prevent the lateral

movement required for such widespread

destruction. The Lotus campaign serves as a stark

reminder that in the era of hybrid warfare, the

digital perimeter is as critical as the physical one.

Authenticity: Verified by
multiple security telemetry
sources in the LATAM region.

Impact: High risk of regional
energy instability and
permanent data loss for
targeted entities.

Directive: Immediate isolation
of administrative accounts and
verification of offline,
immutable backups.

1. [DarkReading] Lotus Wiper Attack Targets Venezuelan Energy Firms, Utilities (https://www.darkreading.com/vulnerabilities-threats/lotus-wiper-attack-targets-venezuelan-energy-firms-utilities)

2. [SecurityWeek] Fresh LiteLLM Vulnerability Exploited Shortly After Disclosure (https://www.securityweek.com/fresh-litellm-vulnerability-exploited-shortly-after-disclosure/)

⚡ Geopolitical Radar & Vulnerability Tracker

VU LN E RAB I L I T Y  MON I TOR

CVE-2026-CURS RESEARCHER VERIFIED HIGH Escalating

Flaw in Cursor IDE extensions allows for the silent exfiltration of
developer API keys and session tokens.

GEOPO L I T I CA L  I N T E L L I G ENC E  RADAR

M I D D L E  E A S T

Tehran Ceasefire and the 'Quiet' Cyber Pivot

OPERATIONAL IP RISK FINANCIAL

As physical flights resume at Tehran's main airport amid a ceasefire, intelligence

suggests a shift from disruptive cyber operations to long-term strategic espionage.

Historically, 'kinetic lulls' in the region correlate with increased state-sponsored

efforts to infiltrate regional energy and telecommunications infrastructure for

intelligence gathering.

https://www.darkreading.com/vulnerabilities-threats/lotus-wiper-attack-targets-venezuelan-energy-firms-utilities
https://www.securityweek.com/fresh-litellm-vulnerability-exploited-shortly-after-disclosure/


FIRST  DISCOVERED

2026-04-29

IMPACTED  INFRASTRUCTURE

Developer workstation compromise and supply chain injection.

CRITICAL  MITIGATION  DIRECTIVE

Audit all installed extensions; restrict extension
permissions via organizational policy.

E U R O P E

Transnational Crackdown on West African Syndicates

OPERATIONAL IP RISK FINANCIAL

The arrest of Black Axe leaders in Switzerland and Germany signals a coordinated

European effort to dismantle the financial infrastructure of West African organized

crime. This move is expected to temporarily disrupt 'Business Email Compromise'

(BEC) and money laundering pipelines across the EU.

P E R S I S T ENT  CAMPA I GN  T RACK E R

ESCALATING

Lotus Wiper Destructive
Operations

Sophisticated wiper targeting Venezuelan energy
firms using living-off-the-land (LotL) techniques for
permanent data deletion.

ESCALATING

AI-Assisted Supply Chain
Poisoning

Malicious npm dependency linked to AI-assisted
code commits identified targeting cryptocurrency
wallets.

STABILIZED

BlueNoroff Synthetic Deception

Continued monitoring of AI-avatar social
engineering targeting financial executives.

STABILIZED

VECT 2.0 Wiper Operations

Campaign remains active but secondary to the
more targeted Lotus Wiper activity in South
America.

EMERG I NG  NARRAT I V E S

I N - D E P T H  ANA LY S I S

The Infostealer Industrial Complex: 2.9 Billion Credentials in the Wild FOLLOW-UP:

CAMP-2026-015 88% CONFIDENCE

I N D I C AT O R  O F  C O M P R O M I S E  ( I O C )  S U M M A R Y

[Domain] api-cursor-update.com
Context: C2 for malicious Cursor extension

[Hash (SHA256)]
e3b0c44298fc1c149afbf4c8996fb92427ae41e4649b934ca495991b7852b855
Context: Lotus Wiper Payload

Verified against active research batch. Apply with caution.

CAMP-2026-013 CAMP-2026-014 CAMP-2026-010

CAMP-2026-011



New research from KELA indicates that the market for stolen credentials has reached a staggering 2.9 billion records in 2025, with infostealers

remaining the primary vector. This trend highlights a fundamental shift in the cybercrime economy, where 'initial access' is now a

commoditized service. The proliferation of malware like RedLine and Lumma has lowered the barrier to entry for sophisticated attacks. By

correlating this data with the recent Vercel and LiteLLM breaches, it becomes clear that the modern enterprise's greatest vulnerability is no

longer the firewall, but the 'OAuth sprawl' and 'Shadow AI' integrations that developers use to accelerate workflows. These third-party

connections often bypass traditional security audits, providing a direct path for threat actors to move from a single compromised credential

to full cloud environment takeover. The sheer volume of available credentials means that 'credential stuffing' and 'session hijacking' are now

automated at scale, requiring organizations to move beyond simple MFA toward phishing-resistant hardware keys and continuous identity

verification models.

1. [Infosecurity Magazine] Researchers Track 2.9 Billion Compromised Credentials (https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/researchers-track-29-billion/)

2. [The Record] Swiss police arrest 10 suspected members of Nigeria-linked crime group Black Axe (https://therecord.media/swiss-police-arrest-black-axe-members-nigeria)

🔬 Structural Research Intelligence

S T R AT E G I C  T H R E AT  A C T O R  D O S S I E R

UNC6780 (TeamPCP)
Origin: State-Linked (Undisclosed)

Specializes in supply chain 'wormification' and automated dependency poisoning.
Utilizes 'CanisterSprawl' infrastructure to infect PyPI and npm ecosystems.

UNC6780 has demonstrated a high degree of operational

patience, often engaging in 'operational pauses' before

launching synchronized multi-vector assaults. Their recent

focus on AI-assisted code commits suggests a strategic pivot

toward subverting the automated tools that modern developers

rely on.

C O U N T R Y  C Y B E R  D E F E N S E  &  S T R AT E G I C  P R O F I L E

IRAN

Strategic Posture:

Iran maintains a highly centralized and resilient cyber defensive posture,

overseen by the Supreme Council of Cyberspace. Its strategy focuses

on 'Digital Sovereignty' and the protection of critical infrastructure from

Western and regional adversaries.

DEFENSIVE EFFORTS & GUIDELINES

🛡️ Development of the 'National Information Network' (NIN)
to decouple domestic services from the global internet
during crises.

🛡️ Frequent national-level cyber drills targeting the energy
and financial sectors.

NATIONAL FRAMEWORKS

The 'AFTA' (Strategic Management Center for National Information

Security) provides the primary regulatory framework for

https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/researchers-track-29-billion/
https://therecord.media/swiss-police-arrest-black-axe-members-nigeria


The AI-Assisted Commit: A New Frontier in Supply
Chain Poisoning
The discovery of a malicious npm dependency linked to an AI-

assisted code commit represents a watershed moment in software

supply chain security. This attack vector exploits the growing

reliance on AI coding assistants (e.g., GitHub Copilot, Cursor) by

poisoning the training data or the suggestion logic that developers

use to generate code. According to Infosecurity Magazine, the

malicious package was designed to steal sensitive data and expose

cryptocurrency wallets, but its true significance lies in its delivery

mechanism. By mimicking the style and structure of AI-generated

code, the malicious commit bypassed standard peer review

processes, as reviewers often grant a higher degree of trust to

'automated' or 'optimized' suggestions. This 'Shadow AI' risk is

further compounded by the Vercel breach, which demonstrated

how a single compromised OAuth integration can lead to

widespread downstream impact. The research suggests that we are

entering an era of 'AI-on-AI' conflict, where threat actors use

generative models to create polymorphic malware that can evade

AI-based detection systems. Furthermore, the 'Cursor Extension

Flaw' highlights that the very tools meant to enhance developer

productivity are becoming the primary targets for API key

exfiltration. To counter this, organizations must implement 'AI-

aware' code signing and integrity checks, ensuring that every line of

code—whether human or machine-generated—is subjected to the

same rigorous security scrutiny. The convergence of 'OAuth sprawl,'

'Shadow AI,' and 'AI-assisted poisoning' creates a complex threat

landscape where the traditional boundaries of the software

development life cycle (SDLC) are effectively erased. Security teams

must now treat AI assistants as 'untrusted third-party contributors'

and apply zero-trust principles to the entire development

environment. This includes monitoring for 'odd web requests' (as

noted by SANS ISC) that may indicate an IDE extension is

communicating with an unauthorized C2 server. The

industrialization of this vector by actors like UNC6780 suggests that

the 'CanisterSprawl' (CAMP-2026-007) of 2026 will be defined by the

subversion of the AI-enhanced developer workstation.

1. [Infosecurity Magazine] Malicious npm Dependency Linked to AI Assisted Commit (https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/malicious-npm-dependency-ai/)

2. [BleepingComputer] Learning from the Vercel breach: Shadow AI & OAuth sprawl (https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/security/learning-from-the-vercel-breach-shadow-ai-and-oauth-sprawl/)

🔮 Futures · Predictive Intelligence

cybersecurity standards across government and private sectors.

REGIONAL & GLOBAL IMPACT

Iran's defensive innovations often serve as a blueprint for other

nations seeking to implement 'sovereign internet' models,

influencing regional cybersecurity norms in the Middle East.

https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/malicious-npm-dependency-ai/
https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/security/learning-from-the-vercel-breach-shadow-ai-and-oauth-sprawl/


"The next world war will not begin with a bang, but with a silent commit that deletes the world's ability to remember its own data."

A I  I N T E L L I G ENC E  D E SK

The LiteLLM Breach: A Warning Shot
for AI Orchestration
The exploitation of LiteLLM proxies highlights a critical

vulnerability in the 'AI Middleware' layer. As enterprises rush to

integrate multiple LLMs, they are creating a new, unmonitored

attack surface. The ability for attackers to modify proxy databases

means they can redirect AI queries, inject malicious prompts, or

exfiltrate the proprietary data used for 'Retrieval-Augmented

Generation' (RAG).

Score: CRITICAL

ST RAT EG I C  HOR I ZON

6 - 1 2  MON TH S

The Rise of 'Wiper-as-a-Service'

Following the success of the Lotus and VECT 2.0 campaigns, we predict the

emergence of 'Wiper-as-a-Service' (WaaS) on darknet forums. This will allow

lower-tier actors to execute destructive attacks, shifting the threat landscape

from extortion to pure geopolitical and corporate sabotage.

1 2 - 1 8  MON TH S

Automated AI-Red Teaming

Enterprises will be forced to deploy 'Defensive AI' agents that continuously

red-team their own AI integrations to detect poisoned commits and OAuth

anomalies in real-time.

G LOBA L  THR EAT  CARTOGRAPHY

HIGH

ELEVATED

HOTSPOT ORIGINS

West Africa
Financial Fraud/BEC

South America
Destructive Wiper Operations

HIGH RISK TARGETS

Venezuela
Energy Infrastructure Sabotage

Global Dev Ecosystem
AI Supply Chain Poisoning

1. [SANS ISC] Today's Odd Web Requests, (Wed, Apr 29th) (https://isc.sans.edu/diary/30882)

2. [BleepingComputer] European police dismantles €50 million crypto investment fraud ring (https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/security/european-police-dismantles-50-million-euro-crypto-investmen
t-fraud-ring/)

AI-GENERATED CONTENT (EU AI ACT COMPLIANT) | NO WARRANTY DISCLAIMER

This intelligence briefing is autonomously generated by the Cyber Tribune Engine. While rigorous measures are taken to ensure authenticity, the publisher assumes no liability for hallucinated Indicators of Compromise

(IOCs), falsely attributed cyber incidents, or technical inaccuracies. This SGI system acts solely as a transformative high-level strategic aggregator. Do not apply architectural mitigations without explicitly verifying raw

technical data against the original cited publishers provided in the footnotes.

https://isc.sans.edu/diary/30882
https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/security/european-police-dismantles-50-million-euro-crypto-investment-fraud-ring/
https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/security/european-police-dismantles-50-million-euro-crypto-investment-fraud-ring/

